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PSALM cxxii. Verſe 6. 


O ! pray for the Peace of Feruſalem : they ſhall 
proſper, that love thee. 


7 HE love of their country was a paſſion ſo deeply 
5 implanted in the breaſts of the ancient Romans, 
and the good effects of it continued for ſo many 
centuries, that it is no wonder their writers have 
tranſmitted down to us ſo many rare and eminent patterns 
of true patriotiſm. While theſe heroes lived, the common- 
wealth was ſure to receive no detriment : for their care of the 
publick ſafety, and their jealous concern for liberty was 
ſuch, that, at the ſame time they prevented all encroach- 
ments upon it from neighbours, they protected and in- 
dulged all their own members in the free and full enjoy- 
ment of it. They thought even their very lives not too 
dear to be laid down for the preſervation of that form of 
government, under which they had been born and bred, 
and proved the firmneſs of their opinion, and the goodneſs 
of their hearts by the hazards, to which they often expoſed. 


themſelves to defend it. 5 
B This 


This pleaſing truth is confirmed from almoſt every page 
of the hiſtory of thoſe times: and, if we would appear 


real patriots ourſelves, and be remarked for a love of our. 
country, I know no records ſo fit to be made the ſubject 2 


of our frequent peruſal, nor any ſo likely to ſtrike a careful 
reader and judicious obſerver, as thoſe, which deliver to us 


what paſſed during the Conſular ſtate of Rome : for from 


thence we may learn what it is to be inſpired with that ſpi- 


rit, which is productive of every action, that tends to the 


good and welfare of the body politick. 

As long as this ſpirit prevailed among the Romans, they 
were the terror and glory of the world: as ſoon as they loſt 
that, and made the publick yield to private intereſt (a cer- 
tain token of the rottenneſs of a conſtitution) they became 
what they deſerved to be, ſlaves to tyrants, and an eaſy 
prey to every ambitious candidate for power. In conſe- 
quence of this, when once they had let go their eager de- 


ſire, and no longer ſtruggled for that freedom, which had 


raiſed them to ſo high a pitch of grandeur, how precipitate 
was their fall ! how ſudden their ruin ! They quickly diſ- 
covered how different it was to be the creatures of a party, 
and the aſſertors of publick liberty. 
An inſtructive leſſon to all thoſe, who read their authors, 
and curiouſly remark upon what they read. 
I cannot behold this aſſembly, without feeling the moſt 


pleaſing and ſenſible emotions: an aſſembly, emulous to 


copy after thoſe ſingular and attractive examples of anti- 
quity, whoſe firſt and lateſt wiſh ran in Wa words, 
FoR OUR CounTRrY! 

= I 


C 
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In purſuance of theſe great originals, you have choſe to 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves by the ſame ſentence; and not only 
ſo, but, J preſume, have boldneſs enough, when called 
upon, to manifeſt how well you deſerve the . 
which thoſe words muſt neceſſarily imply. 

To ſuch I find ſome difficulty how to addreſs myſelf: 3 
you ſeem to be beforehand with me in any thing I could fay 


on this occaſion, by openly avowing ſuch ſentiments, as 


ſhew how little need you have to be put in mind by me of 


what you are more ready to practice, than I am able to 


enforce, However, that I may, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, 


perform the taſk I am now called to, let me beg your pa- 
tience, if I undertake to preſs upon you the love of our 
country, both from duty and interęſt; taking the liberty, in 


the words of St. Peter, to put you in remembrance of theſe 
things, though yo know them, and be eftabli iſhed 1 in the preſent 
truth, 2 Ep. i. 12. 


O! pray fer the peace of Yeruſalem : they ſhall proſper, that 


love thee, The former part of the text enjoins a duty; the 


latter promiſes a reward upon the performance of it, 


I. In this injunction, pray for the peace of Feruſalem, is 


compriſed a command of a very large extent, including 


every thing, that can be done by us in any way for pro- 


moting the true intereſt of the community. And this duty 


ariſes from that principle of benevolence, by which we are 
all naturally led and prompted to ſeek each others welfare. 
Mankind, in general, may be conſidered as one great fa- 


mily, placed in the world by God, on purpoſe to ſet forth 
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his glory, and to prefer their own good. Indeed, as it is 
now ſo much diſperſed over the face of the whole earth, 
there is but a ſmall part of it, with which we can have 
any immediate connection. Our country moſt nearly con- 


cerns us, and calls upon us principally for the exertion of 
our beſt affections. And herein though there may be many 


individuals, who are our acquaintance, our friends, and 
relations, whom common humanity obliges us to regard 
and aſſiſt in the firſt place, yet we ſhould do this in ſuch a 
manner, that this preference ſhewn to them may not in- 
terfere with the ſervice we owe that body, of which theſe 
are ſo many diſtin& parts : without this care taken, how- 
ever wnde/ignedly, we do really deſtroy thoſe we mean to 
ſerve; inaſmuch as the continuance and well-being of par- 
ziculars depends ultimately upon that of the whole : there- 
ſore whatſoever degree of relation one man may ſtand in 
to another, none can be dearer and nearer to him than that, 
which all of us ought to bear to the Publick, upon the 
foregoing principle of benevolence merely. 

The love of our country may be further urged from the 
neceſſity we are under by nature of living in ſociety, which 


cannot be rendered ſafe or agreeable, but when ſubject to 
wholſome laws, ſuch as conſtitute that peculiar kind of 


government, to which we chance to belong. Therefore 
ve may here take notice, that our obligation to ſupport and 
ſtudy the proſperous increaſe of ſuch a conſtitution, is de- 
rived from the ſpecial appointment of God himſelf, who, 


as he made man a ſoc:a, ſo he deſigned him to be a happy 


creature, 


CY 
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) 
J 


131 
creature, and conſequently he will be more or leſs ſo, the 
more or leſs he diſcovers of publick ſpirit. 
The way to exerciſe this ſpirit ſo as to make it ſubſer- 
vient to the ends of government, 1s for every one in his own 
proper ſtation, and according to his reſpective endowments, 


to endeavour at the good of the whole. Thoſe, who have 


the legiſlative power entruſted to them, ſhould cautiouſly 
and conſcientiouſly uſe it both in enaching and executing ſuch 
laws, as can alone make a nation happy. Free and un- 


biaſſed to every thing, but that, which it becomes them to 


have moſt at heart, (and what can that be, but the love of 


their country?) they ſhould act with boldneſs and impar- 
tiality, and let no proſpect of private advantage allure them 


from the road, that leads to the publick good, nor hope 


for greater reward than what their labour for Hat may fairly 
demand. They ſhould carefully inform themſelves of the 


nature of that ground-work, upon which the conſtitution 
is built, whereof they are members, and ſhould ſuffer no- 


thing to deface or leſſen the beauty and ſtrength of that po- 
litical building, which has been cemented perhaps by the 


beſt blood of their anceſtors, men famous for a love of 
their country. 

| Thoſe, who are the inferior ſubjects of a government, 
ſhould pay a decent ſubmiſſion to their lawful ſuperiors, not 
wilfully or maliciouſly oppoſing the proceedings, or ofh- 
ciouſly blaming the conduct of thoſe, who have better 
means of ſeeing into both foreign and dome/{ick affairs, and 
are more acquainted with the method and manner of con- 


ducting 
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ducting them. 


without legal juſtice. 


uprightneſs of others to order them, and to reſt aſſured, 
that all is right, until he has ſome very flagrant inſtance i in- 
deed given him, that any thing is wrong. 

To ſtudy to be quiet, and to mind their own buſineſs, is 
the duty of all thoſe, who are in a ſubordinate ſituation un- 
der the ſupreme authority. And, although the laws of 


nature, that moſt general and univerſal rule of human ac- 


tions, require of them in their various vocations and callings 


to provide for their own houſholds, yet they are obliged to 


do even this, as we ſaid before, conſiſtently with that pub- 


lick ſpirit, which ſhould ever keep us mindful of the greateſt 
and ſtrongeſt of all ties, the love of our country. 

And, ſince the intereſt and the commerce of the Britiſh 
empire are ſo inſeparably united, that they may very well 
be conſidered as one and the ſame, hence ariſes an obliga- 
tion upon every one, engaged in the management of fo 
important a concern, to do their duty with a becoming in- 


duſtry and inflexible honeſty. They ſhould contend each 


with a mutual emulation to excel in that employ, which 


they 


As government was deſigned originally for 
the benefit of every one living under it; every one there- 
fore has a right to complain of the grievance he feels, when 
oppreſſed or injured by another in his private capacity, and 
has a right alſo to ſeek redreſs, nor ſhould he be content | 
But in matters, which belong not 
to him to canvaſs, and which he is little qualified to judge 
of himſelf, it would become him more to ſhew a modeſt 
acquieſcence in the good opinion he has of the ability and 
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they have made choice of, and ſhould labour to carry on 
cach in their own ſtation every part of buſineſs to the higheſt 
degree, to which it may be poſſible to advance it. If any 
new ſcheme of commerce ſhould happen to be propoſed by 
perſons of judgment and experience, and which promiſes 
great increaſe of national wealth, every well-wiſher to his 
country will appear in ſupport of it, and aid the adven- 
turers to bring their project into execution, 

This is the moſt ready path a trading nation can purſue, 
by which to out-do her neighbours, and in due time to 
grow rich herſelf. This is the way to become another 
Tyre, that crowning city, whoſe merchants were princes, and 
whoſe traffickers were the honourable of the earth. If. xxiii. 8. 

To ſuch, if they mean to ſerve their country in earneſt, 
I would, above all things, recommend a diſintereſted and 
immoveable integrity in voting upon any occaſion whatſo- 
ever. Upon this baſis reſts the very being of every conſti- 
tution. While this independency is maintained, the pillars 
of the commonwealth ſtand firm and unſhaken. But, if 
once venality and corruption are allowed to creep in, (and 


where ſuch deſtructive vices can but find a hole to creep 


in at, they will ſoon ſpread their venomous influence, and 
poiſon the whole political body ; 7he whole heart will grow 


Aich, and the whole head faint ;) a ſtop will be put to the im- 


provement of all uſeful arts; fair ſcience will mourn, and 
drop a tear over her deſponding country ; and liberty, the 


: parent of every ſocial bliſs, that once reared it's head ſo 


high, and was wont to walk to and fro amidſt the chear- 
e ful 
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ful countenances of her votaries, will be bound in fetters: 
thoſe, who ſhould have proved her deareſt and beſt friends, 


will conſent to rivet her ſhackles on; and, by becoming pro- 


ſtitutes to the power of gold, will haſten her period, and 


thereby complete the general dreadful ruin. 


That ſuch may never be the condition of the inhabitants | 


of this iſland ; that Britain may never reſemble this melan- 


choly hideous picture, all, who now hear me, will, I dare 
ſay, moſt heartily join their ſincereſt wiſhes : and, to hin- 


der fo fatal an event, you, my brethren, (and I am proud 
to call you by that name) have taken one, powerful J hope, 
I am ſure probable, ſtep, which I haſten to ſpeak of, as moſt 
pertinent to the buſineſs of this day. 
Each of you, in your ſeveral Laudable Aſſociations, have 
entered upon a reſolution, worthy yourſelves, worthy 


Engliſhmen (and it ſhould be marked as a teſt of a true pub- 


lick ſpirit) to quell the growing ſtrength of our formidable 
neighbour France. What reaſons you had to do this, were 
too viſible at the time you firſt framed ſo glorious a deſign. 
The power ſhe has already acquired ; the increaſe of power 
ſhe was Mill aiming at; the large imports ſhe made of her 


commodities to the damage of cu gw trade, as well as the | 


ſpreading of luxury this occationed among many of his 


Majeſty's ſubjects; theſe were all concurring and preſſing 


motives to contrive ſome means to hinder the progreſs of 


ſuch growing evils. 0 
The methods, which the legiſlature has taken to remove 


the cauſe of what has already happened, and to prevent the 
like 
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like from happening for the future, I ſhall not go fo far 
out of the way as to inquire into. I would rather ſuppoſe, 
and take for granted, that her wiſdom has done the beſt 


upon the emergency, which ſo loudly called for a remedy. 


While this good work was on foot, (and I obſerve it again 
to your commendation) you thought it incumbent upon 
you not to fit by, and look on only as idle ſpectators, but 
agreed together to further, and help on the publick expe- 
dients, and make them more effectual by joining your pri- 
vate aſſiſtance.— In ſo good a cauſe we with you good luck, 


ye, that are the friends of Britain, and the patrons of 


liberty. 

When I mentioh the patrons of liberty, who can help re- 
flecting with that concern, which becometh every true 
Engliſhman, upon the loſs, which our country has ſo lately 
ſuſtained by the untimely death of that illuſtrious Prince, 


Whoſe merits will adorn our annals, and be remembered, 


and make his memory revered, by lateſt poſterity : but, at 
the ſame time, who does not with a heart, becoming every 


true Enghſhman alſo, rejoice, that this loſs is ſo fortunately 


ſupplied by a branch from the fame ſtock, tender indeed at 


preſent, but which we truſt will grow up, under God, into 
full maturity, and long live to ſhed its chearing influence 


around? And, as he now fo deſervedly wears the titles, may 
he alſo poſſeſs the virtues of his father! And may this day, 


| which gave him birth, be celebrated in the Britiſb calendar 
as a new æra of happineſs to theſe kingdoms ! 


C | But 
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But to return—Were we to trace the origine of this ſo- 


ciety to it's fountain-head, we ſhould ſee it, ike many other 15 
uſeful works, taking its riſe from a very fmall beginning, 15 
perhaps from the aceidental meeting of a very few friends, BY 
who had too much reaſon to ſee, and be afraid of the am- ps 
bitious views of FRANCE themfetves, and were willing to in- oy 
fuſe the ſame jealouſy of them into others. The protection os 
and favour, which their generous ſpirited intentions have 4 
ſince met with, and the forwardneſs of others from their 
example to expreſs the ſame zeal, (I need only appeal to _ 
this numerous audience) is an evident proof, that the at- oj 
tempt was juſt; and the good effects of that countenance, | 35 
which it has received from ſo many quarters, loudly pro- c 
claim how well calculated it was for the publick good : and 55 
J will take upon me to ſay, that nothing but a clear con- 8 


| viction of the neceſſity of ſuch meaſures, as were at firſt reſt 
pitched upon, and have been ever fince conſtantly and vi- 


| gorouſly followed, in order to baffle the deſigns of a nation, * 
which is always plotting to diſturb our peace, and to injure 5 0 
our trade, and which affects to give law to all Europe; no- ther 
thing, I ſay, but a full conviction of the juſtice and rea- that 
ſonableneſs of ſuch an undertaking, and of the wiſdom of ings 
ſuch a patrĩot- reſolution, could have prevailed upon ſo many cen 

perſons of ſenſe and figure to have ſubſcribed to the ſame | | 
engagement; an engagement, which will procure you that | the 
moſt deſirable of all characters, lovers of your country. RES 
„„ "nem 

From | 


nmour. 
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From that you deſerve, and ſurely it will not refuſe to 
give you, all due praiſe. But, be that as it will, one ſatiſ- 
faction (and that no ſmall one) is in your own power; one 
recompence of your labour you are ſure to receive: ſor, 


1 while by your avowed principles and daily practice you 
_ profeſs and prove yourſelves RAL ANnTI-GALLICANS, 


you do alſo, by forming yourſelves into ſuch a fraternity, 
reap all the pleaſures and advantages, that can reſult from 
a regular and well choſen friendſhip. 
I fay, from a regular and well choſen friendſti „. foe: you 
admit none among you before a due enquiry had into their 
religious tenets and way of life, and of whoſe moral con- 

duct you are not firſt well ſatisfied, Nor do you {top here: 


for you are equally careful, after their admittance, that the 
| fame decency of behaviour, which at firſt made them eli- 


gible, be kept up and obſerved by the whole community: 


| reſtrictions theſe, which can alone make us behave as men, 


and continue to love as brethren. How adapted thoſe rules 
are, which you govern yourſelves by, 70 build the happi- 
neſs of ſociety upon, and how ftrict you are in putting 
them in execution, which is no leſs neceſſary to preſerve. 
that happineſs, I have often myſelf in your weekly meet- 
ings been a witneſs : and, as I have reaſon from what I have 
ſeen among you, to foretel many benefits, that will be 
hence derived to your country, which you eſteem above all 


| Other conſiderations, ſo I thought myſelf bound to make 


this publick declaration, ſo much redounding to your ho- 


8 And, 
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And, to encourage you to cultivate, and improve, if poſ- 
ſible, ſo virtuous and generous a friendſhip, and to render 
this union, now of ſome- ſtanding, indiſſoluble, I would 
juſt detain you ſo long, while I remind you of the /azter 
part of the text, that hey ſhall proſper, that love thee—which 
| told you contained a promiſe of a reward upon the per- 
formance of our duty. 


II. If to your prayers, which you ſhould continually 


offer up for the peace and proſperity of your Jeruſalem, you 
add your beſt endeavours to promote both, there is, in the 
ordinary courſe of things, ſome reaſon to expect an event 
anſwerable to your wiſhes. But more eſpecially, when you 
have the aſſurance of God himſelf, that this ſhall be the 
caſe ; that a ſure reward ſhall attend upon the performance 
of your duty, you have the greateſt obligation in the world 
laid upon you to do all in your power to entitle yourſelves 
to the bleſſings of a publick ſpirit, | 

G0 on then, let me perſuade you, my brethren, with a 


courage and perſeverance, equal to the goodneſs of your 


cauſe, to defend the intereſt of Great Britain againſt the 
attacks of all her adverſaries, eſpecially againſt one, you 
have moſt reaſon to dread; one, who ſeeks not only your's, 

but you ; who, after depriving you of your trueſt ſource of 
wealth, your trade, would be glad to enſlave your perſons, 


yea, and your very mind; who impudently dares to threaten | 
you in your own element, and, by aiming to rival you in 


maritime power, means to ſpoil you of all thoſe privileges that 
7 5 can 


DUE OM ONT 
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can alone ſecure to you. Shall theſe things be ſaid, and 
ſhall we not be revenged on ſuch a nation as this? To what 


J cauſe her ſucceſs againſt us has been owing, I bluſh to 
I think. If it is to any miſtake in our behaviour, to any 
| ſupineneſs and negligence on our parts, the greater neceſſity 
| there is to correct paſt miſcarriages, and, by exerting our- 
ſelves properly for the future, to lower the pride of fo aſ- 
| fuming a competitor for power. Let us teach her, that 
the ſeas are our own province, and remember that ſupe- 


riority there is the only means of carrying on and enlarging 
our commerce, upon which the ſtrength and riches of this 
country do ſo entirely depend. 


To me it does not belong to dictate and point out the 
ways, which may be moſt likely to curb the inſolence, and 


to puniſh the treachery of ſuch an aſpiring enemy: nor do 
| you, I hope, want to be warned of the dangers of thoſe 


encroachments ſhe has for many years been making on that 


liberty we have ſo long boaſted of: and God forbid, that 


| we ſhould permit the arts and ſtratagems of ſo efeminate a 
race of people to combat that brave maſculine ſpirit, which 


has for ſo many ages been (and ſhall it not ever be ?) the 
glory and defence of this iſland ! 


Behold ! a King on the throne, who delights to be called 
the father of his people; who is ready to protect us in 


every thing we hold moſt dear and valuable. And, as no- 


thing can be more ſo than the eſtabliſhment we now hap- 
pily live under both in Church and Nut, let that be a fur- 
: ther 
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ther inducement to us to oppoſe and fruſtrate the intrigues 
of French Policy, whoſe chief employment, and whoſe | 


higheſt wiſh it is, to undermine our beſt foundations. 


I do not by what I have ſaid mean to juſtify an innate, | 


hereditary, groundleſs averſion to the French nation, which 


no man of ſenſe would ever hearken to, or countenance. 
It is only their mmfters and their meaſures, we are con- 


cerned to oppoſe, and it is heir boundleſs ambition, not 
our obſtinacy or perverſeneſs, that makes and continues the 
enmity. If their ſtateſmen will abandon that. plan, which 


is dangerous and deſtructive to our intereſt, they will at 
once extinguiſh that animoſity, which a different behaviour 


on their parts has ſo long excited. Till that happens, let 


not the peace, that now ſubſiſts between us, though it ob- 
liges us to ceaſe from hoſtilities, let that, I ſay, not leſſen 
our caution, nor put us off from guarding againſt that in- 
creaſe of ſtrength, which they may make uſe of this op- 


portunity to gain, or againſt what their cabinet may here- 


after deſign. 
And, while we thus act agreeably to the principles we 


profeſs, and endeavour to make the beſt proviſion we can 


againſt all oppoſition from abrcad; let us at home, and 


among ourſelves, go on Yo keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. Or, to adviſe you briefly in the Apoſtle's 


words, Honour all men. Love be brotherhood, Fear God. 


Honour the King. 1 Pet. ii. 17. 1 5 1 
And now, brethren, J ſhall Iiſmiſs you to . of 


that feaſt of love, which this ſolemnity calls you to. For, 
when 


Wine 


Eccl 
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when we depart this place, we muſt not think the buſineſs 


of the day is over, which ought to be ſpent in all thoſe 


outward ſigns of joy and feſtivity, uſual at ſuch ſeaſons as 
this ; but then, as this aſſembly is begun here in the houſe 
of God, we ſhould ſo behave as to end it in his fear. 

And, when theſe occaſional rejoicings are confined within 


their due bounds, they are moſt worthy of encouragement, 


and demand our preſence : for it is by this fort of meet- 
ings, that we get acceſs to the hearts of men, which open a 
door, as it were, to let out thoſe notices of friendſhip and 


| good will, which otherwiſe are often kept in, and are too 


apt to lie hid. 


It is theſe love-feaſts, that promote among each other a 


| freer correſpondence, and give rife to various inſtances of 


beneficence and generoſity. In ſhort, it is theſe, that make 
our humanity become more confpicuous, which 1s the * 
pineſs, as well as Perfection of our nature. 


Go then your way: eat your bread with joy, and drink your 


| wine with a merry heart, and may God accept all your works ! 
Eccleſ. ix. 7. Amen. 
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